Morphologic variants in parents of children with malformation syndromes: are they indicators of somatic mosaicism?
The ostensibly normal parents of 27 probands with recessive or sporadic multiple malformation syndromes were reexamined. By means of careful investigations and anthropometric measurements in nine of them, morphologic variants were found that were compatible with the syndromes and were also observed in the proband. Although other factors should also be considered, the findings may be explained by germline and somatic mosaicism in the parents.